[Non-surgical infections in patients undergoing oncological head and neck surgery].
A study was made of the incidence and predisposing factors in non-surgical infections in a group of 159 patients undergoing oncological head and neck surgery. The incidence of these infections was 5.7%; the most frequent was lung infection (3.8%), followed by septic phlebitis (1.3%) and urinary infection (0.6%). Risk factors for pulmonary infection included advanced tumor stage, prolonged surgery, and supraglottic laryngectomy. No relationship was found with age, previous illnesses, tumor site, or the antibiotic used in preoperative prophylaxis.